IV.

SASSANIAN COINS.

THE introductory plates which accompany this article
form part of a series of 10 engravings/ prepared under the
supervision of the late Mr. Steuart from specimens in his
own cabinet, illustrative of the rule of the Sassanian kings
of Persia. The selection of the representative types will
be seen to have been made with great numismatic acumen
from a collection, at the time, unrivalled in choice
examples of the coinages of the East. The execution of
the designs is alike careful and artistic, though, as might
have been expected, the definition of the Oriental legends
is often wanting in critical precision.

The publication of these illustrations, though delayed,
may still be welcomed as opportune, whether in regard to
the limited notice this branch of Numismatics has re-
ceived in England, or to the more important question
involved in the palaeography of a great nation, abiding
amid the early centres of civilisation, and its bearing

1 These plates have lately become the property of that enter-
prising collector of Oriental antiquities, Colonel S. C. Guthrie,
who, after his own independent way, has contributed so much
to further the cause of Eastern research, and who, in a like
liberal spirit, now permits the editors of the Numismatic
Chronicle to avail themselves of these illustrations.
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